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MANSFIELD, OHI1O, January 13, 1891I.

In accordance with, and by authornty of the legislation had at the
Biennial Session of the Supreme Lodge, Knights of Pythias of the World,
held in the City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, July, 18go—see Journal,
pages 5409 and 5463 —this Digest is hereby promulgated, and is the
only Official Digest of the Order now extant.

The Special Committee, appointed to prepare the same, called to
its assistance Past Supreme Representative WM. D. KENNEDY, of
Illinois, whose recognized and known ability as a compiler of our Laws,
together with his years of research, and large Pythian library, marked
him specially to the Committee as pre-eminently the man to compile this
work, and to him we accord the honor due.

We append the action of the Committee on Law, under the
legislation above cited.

Fraternally submitted by the Committee,
JOHN C. BURNS,

Supreme Representative of Ohto, Chairinan.

CHAS. A. LEE,
Supreme Representalive of Rhode [sland.

H. H. FRANCIS,
Supreme Representative of Indiana.

CINCINNATI, OHIO, January 8, 1891.

TO HON. JOHN C. BURNS,
Chatrman of Commzittee on Digest.

The Committee on Law report back to your Committee, the
manuscript of the revision of the Digest, with our approval of the
same,

W. B. RICHIE,

Supreme Representative of Ohto, Chairman.

PHILIP T. COLGROVE,
Supreme Representative of Michigan.

JNO. H. ALEXANDER,

Supreime Representalive of Virginia.



The compiler has a few words to say to the membership of the

Order in regard to the best manner of consulting this Digest.

ALWAYS CONSULT THE INDEX, and if you don’t find the subject
under the- first head, think of another and try that. Every section in

this Digest has been indexed under every subject to which it refers,
even remotely.

The subjects have all been placed under the departments to which
each most particularly reters, and there grouped in separate classifications.

When desiring to refer to the Digest, while speaking, the syllabus
at the head of each department will be found especially usetul for ready
reference, giving the catch line of the subject and the number of the
section .

Even these few words would not have been written but that,
knowing the plan of the Digest, it was thought that the readers might
take the suggestions kindly from

THE COMPILER.

CHICAGO, ILL., January 13, 1891, P. P. XXVII.



AGE.

1. Every person initiated must be twenty-one years of age; nor
can the Supreme Chancellor dispense with this requirement.

Jour., 1869, 26, 45, 68, I01.

2. The Supreme I.odge only fixes a minimum ot age for applr
cants ; the maximum limit 1s a matter for local legislation.

Jour., 1888, 4120, 4574, 4580, 4581.

NOTE.—See also constitutional provision under “ Membership.”

AMENDMENTS.

1. To Constitution of Supreme Lodge (3, 5, 6) and Written and Unwrit-
ten Work (4).

2. To Constitutions of Grand Lodges (7, 8, 9, 10, II).

1—To Constitution of Supreme Lodge and to Written
and Unwritten Work.

3. No alteration or amendment to the Constitution of the
Supreme LLodge shall be made, unless presented at a regular
session, and adopted by a two- thlrds vote at the next succeed

Ing regular session.
Const., Art. XX/X.

4. Provided, that no change shall be made in the Written
or Unwritten Work, unless the same lie over trom one session
to another, nor then, unless four-htths ot those present and

entitled to vote concur therein. -
Const., Arvt. XX7X.
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AGE.

1. Every person 1nitiated must be twenty-one years of age; nor
can the Supreme Chancellor dispense with this requirement.

Jour., 1869, 26, 45, 68, 1017.

2. The Supreme ILodge only fixes a minimum of age for applr
cants ; the maximum limit 1s a matter for local legislation.

Jour., 1888, 4120, 4574, 4580, 4581.

NOTE.—See also constitutional provision under *“ Membership.”’

AMENDMENTS.

1. To Constitution of Supreme Lodge (3, 5, 6) and Written and Unwrit-
ten Work (4).

2. To Constitutions of Grand Lodges (7, 8, 9, 10, 11).

1—To Constitution of Supreme Lodge and to Written
and Unwritten Work.

2. No alteration or amendment to the Constitution of the
Supreme Lodge shall be made, unless presented at a regular
session, and adopted by a two-thirds vote at the next succeed-

Ing regular session.
Const., Art. XXIX.

4. Provided, that no change shall be made in the Written
or Unwritten Work, unless the same lie over from one session
to another, nor then, unless four-fifths of those present and

entitled to vote concur therein.
Const., Art. XX7X.
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9. Provided, also, that amendments of the Constitution
may be considered and disposed of at the session at which

they are oftered, proyided unanimous consent be given for
their consideration.

Const., Art. XXIX.

G. All amendments to the Constitution shall be reterred to the
Committee on Law for examination, and the said committee shall
report on the same betore they are taken up to be voted upon.

Jour., 1884, 3022.

2— 10 the Constitution cf a Grand Lodge.

7. The power to amend the Constitution of a Grand Lodge exists
in the Grand L odge itself, and cannot be conterred upon any other
body.

Jour., 1876, 1288-1292.

8. The Constitution of a Grand Lodge can only be amended as
therein provided; only such Constitutions or amendments should be

approved by the Supreme LLodge
Jour., 1876, 1288-1292.

J. Where an appeal was presented tothe Supreme LLodge 1nvolv-
ing the operation of a certain provision of the Constitution ot a Grand
ILodge, and during the pendency of the appeal the fact was discovered
that the provision reterred to had never been submitted and approved,
as‘'required in the case of all amendments to the Constitutions ot Grand
Lodges, under Art. VII, Sec. 3, Supreme Lodge Constitution, the
Supreme Lodge, for the reason stated, declared the provision 1noper-
ative as against the appellants, and sustained the appeal simply on

that ground.
Jour., 1878, 1558, 1619.

10. Where a Grand Lodge, by an amending clause in its Consti-
tution, specifically provides for the manner in which its Constitution
may be amended, and such provision requires that such amendments
shall be submitted 1n a certain way, and at the next succeeding regular
session acted upon, such amendments could not be legally proposed
and acted upon at the same session.

Jour., 1877, 1406, 1448.

11. When a matter which, under the provisions of a Grand
LLodge Constitution, 1s subject to a rule to ‘‘lie over” till the next
session, and when considered at the next session i1s rejected, and its
reconsideration indefinitely postponed, the latter action would not
prevent the introduction of the same question, when again submitted
as a proposition to ‘‘lie over ”’; this would not constitute a *‘ consider-
ation of the same subject” at that session.

Jour., 1884, 3038, 3039, 3040.



Amplified Thivd Rank . Anniversary of the Order . Ante-Roownt. *

AMPLIFIED THIRD RANK.

1. Adopted (12).
2. Must be Memorized (13).

3. Lodge Determines as to Use of (14).

i—Adopted.

12, At the session of 1872 an Amplified Third Rank was adopted,

and the Supreme Keeper ot Records and Seal instructed to have the
Rituals bound both with and without the Amplified Rank, and Grand
and Subordinate Lodges were authorized to order whichever they

desired.
Jour., 1872, 609.

2— Must be Mermecrized,

13. The Third or Xnights Rank shall in no instance be conterred
according to the Seconu or Amplified Ritual ot said Rank as adopted,
unless the various parts have been memorized by all the persons
officiating therein, so that the same can be contferred without the use

of the book,
Jour., 1872, 637.

3—Lodge Determines as to Use of.

14. A Subordinate Lodge has an unqualified right to determinc
for itself, and to demand the Amplified Ritual.

Jour., 1873, 718.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE ORDER.

16. The 19th day of February is declared to be and established
as the anniversary ot the organization of the Order.

Jour., 1875, 17371, I1149.

NoTE.—The 30th day of August has been adopted as the Anniversary of
the Uniforma Rank, that being the day on which, at the Supreme Session of 1878,
(he Rank was adorted.

ANTE-ROOM.

16. No person but the Outer Guard 1s allowed 1n the ante-room
at the opening of a Lodge. -
| Jour., 1870, 229.
1877, 1435



8 Appeals and Writs of Error.

APPEALS AND WRITS OF ERROR.

1. Appeals — General Provisions (17).

a) Grand Lodge—Must be from action of (18, 19, 20, 21).

0) Con%inéc——Of %{and Lodge must be obtained (22, 23), and be authenticated
(¢) Nog: auth,enncated—May be heard, when (29) ?

(d) Brought in time—Must be (30); qpecml exceptions (31).

(¢) Bona Fide—Must be (32), and show interest (33).

) How reviewed—(34).

() Irregularities in—May (36) or may not (35) be dismissed for.
(/) Must be forwarded in time (37)

(7) Printed Copies—One hundred and fifty copies required (38).
(/) During recess—May be heard (39, 40, 41).

(#) How Heard—In Grand Lodge (42).

(/) How Heard—In Subordinate Liodge (43, #4).

2. Writs of Error—How brought (45, 46).
3. Additional Rules—Supreme Lodge may adopt (47).

———
p— — N

1—Appeals—General Provisions.

17. All appeals and writs of error, taken from the action
or decision of a Grand Lodge, or a Subordinate I.odge, under-
the immediate jurisdiction ot the Supreme Lodge ot the
World, to said Supreme Lodge, as hereinafter provided, shall
be received and passed upon by said Supreme Lodge in
session, or by the Supreme Chancellor during recess; but-in
all cases the action or decision of a Grand Lodge, or a Sub-
ordinate LLodge under the 1mmediate jurisdiction of the
Supreme Lodge, shall be final and conclusive until reversed
by this Supreme Lodge, or the Supreme Chancellor on appeal

or prosecution of a Writ of Error therefrom, as heremafter
provided.
Const., Art. XV/I/I, Sec. r

(a)—Grand Lodge—Must be from Action of.

18. With the consent of a Grand Lodge an appeal may
be taken by any Subordinate ILLodge, or member under its
jurisdiction, from any action or decision ot such Grand Lodge,
to the Supreme Lodge of the World ; Provided, however, that
such consent shall not be necessary when a suspended or
dissolved LLodge, after having surrendered to its Grand Lodge
all 1ts effects, books and property, appeals from such decision.

Const., Art. XVII, Sec. 3.

19. An appeal does not lie directly from the decision of the Grand
Chancellor of a State to the Supreme Lodge ,-but the proper practice
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in such case 1s to appeal trom the decision of the Grand Chancellor to
the Grand Lodge, and from the decision of that body an appeal lies to
the Supreme Lodge.

Jour., 1873, 68, 685, 774-

7874, 939-
1875, II131.

1877, 1442, 1443.
1888, 1432, 4663, 46064.

20. An appeal from the decision of the Grand Chancellor in vaca-
tion does not lie as a matter of right, and the denial ot that right does
not render the Grand LLodge Constitution obnoxious to the Supreme
I.odge Constitution. Therei1s no such right guaranteed in the Supreme
[Lodge Constitution, and this matter is left to the control of the Grand
Lodge.

Jour., 1888, 4432, 4663, 4604.

21. The subject-matter appealed must first be acted upon by the
Grand Lodge, betore an appeal can be taken by a Subordinate LLodge
to the Supreme Lodge.

Jour., 1874, 939.

(0)—Consent—Of Grand Lodge must be Obtained, and be Authenticated.

22. Consent of a Grand Lodge to appeal must be ob-
tained at the same session at which the action or decision
from which such an appeal 1s sought to be taken was had,
and the proper record upon such appeal must be transmitted,
properly attested, to the Supreme LLodge 1t 1n session, or to
the Supreme Chancellor during recess; Provided, that the
Supreme [Lodge may, 1n extreme cases, allow the appeal to be
entertained at not later than 1ts next following session there-
after. The same rules shall also apply in the prosecution ot a

Writ ot Error.

Const., Art. XVII, Sec. ;.
Jour., 1872, 536, 586.
1880, 1936, 2009.

NoTE.—These latter Journal references are given because of their being cases
where the direct issue came up in regard to ** consent” being necessary.

23. In the case of an appeal against the action of the Grand
ILodge ot California, where consent that the appeal be taken was
given by the Grand Chancellor after adjournment, the appeal was

dismissed, 1t not having received the consent ot the Grand Lodge ot
California to be brought before the Supreme Lodge.

Jour., 1873, 730, 731, 732.

24. Appeal papers from the decision of a Grand Lodge to the

Supren)le ILodge should be authenticated by the signatures of the Grand
(2
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Chancellor and Grand Keeper of Records and Seal, with the seal of
the Grand Lodge attached.
Jour., 1871, 404.
1875, I132.
1882, 2477, 2575.

1884, 3042.
1886, 3683.

- 25. The papers on an appeal from the action of a Grand-Lodge
to the Supreme Lodge should contain a certified copy ot the proceed-
ings ot the Grand LLodge complained of.

Jour., 1876, 1309.
1882, 2575.
7884, 3042.
1886, 3683.

26. In casesof appealit isthe duty of all Grand Lodges to furnish
all testimony and papers required, pr0perly attested.

Jour., 1871, 404, 405.

27. An appeal was dismissed because it was not attested by the
Grand Chancellor. -

Jour., 1882, 2477, 2575.

28. A simple statement of the facts of a case is not an appeal.

Jour., 1870, 204.

(¢)—Not Authe:nticated———May be Heard—When?

29. Should a Grand Chancellor, or Grand Keeper of Records and
Seal, or both, retuse to sign and certlfy any Writ ot Error, or appeal
record so as to authenticate the tacts in any case in which a Writ
of Error or appeal can-be properly taken to the Supreme Lodge, and
shall retuse to assign any reason, or shall assign an insufficient reason
tor such retusal (of which the Supreme LLodge shall satisfy itself. by
the best evidence at 1ts command 1n each case), such ert of Error
or appeal may be heard and determined by the Supreme Lodge as
if the facts therein were admitted to be true and properly certified by

that officer.
Jour., 1882, 2535, 2536, 2567.

*The compiler has put in the word **Swupreme” instead of ** Grand,”” as in -the
report, the latter being a clerical error, as will be seen by comparing the report,
page 2567, with the original draft, page 2536; this correction is also necessary to

make sense.

(d)—Brought in Time—Must be—Special Exceptions.

30. Where the Constitution of a Grand Lodge required that an
appeal should be taken in a specified time, and the same was not com-
plied with, the Supreme Lodge dismissed the appeal on that ground.

jozwf 7878, 1627, 1634
- 1880, 2003.
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3l In an appeal case, where the appellees contended that the
appellant had lost his right ot appeal, for the reason that the appeal
was not taken within the time required by the Supreme Constitution,

the Supreme LLodge held:

The Constitution of the Supreme Lodge ( Sec. 7, Art. XVI1I) pro-
vides that the consent of the Grand Lodge to appeal must be obtained
at the same session at which the judgment 1s rendered : ‘‘ Provided,
that the Supreme Lodge may, in extreme cases, allow the appeal to be
entertained at not later than its next tollowing session thereatter.”
This proviso gives the Supreme Lodge the right to entertain an appeal
in certain cases, even though 1t may not have been taken regularly.
From an examination of the facts of this case, we are satisfied it 1s a
meritorious one, and for this reason comes within the proviso ot the
Constitution as an ‘‘extreme ” case, and was properly in the hands ot
the Supreme Chancellor.

Jour., 1888, 4461-4474» 4592, 4593.

NOTE.—The numbering of the Section and Article in above are changed to
comport with the numbering of the same language in the Constitution as now
arranged.

(¢)—Bona Fide—Must be, and Show Interest.

32. In a case presented where 1t appeared that the appeal was
made only for the purpose ot having the Supreme LLodge pass upon the
matters decided, so that they might be positively settled, 1t was held:

The appeal 1s not ot a character which should be entertained
by this body. Whenever an appeal 1s made by a Representative from
the action ot his Grand Lodge, 1t must be bona fide made —not for the
mere purpose ot having the question settled, the appellant believing
the law may have been correctly construed; but the appellant must
entertain a fixed beliet ot the 7//egalify of the decision trom which he
appeals. Any other view of our law would subject the Supreme LLodge
to long and expensive sessions, simply to determine questions ot law
which may come up, and be determined just as well, in each case as it
arises. Whenever, by the operation ot a decision ot a Grand Lodge,
any party interested 1s aggrieved, such party may appeal to this body,
iin }impgr torm, and 1t the law or decision be 1llegal, 1t will be then so

eclared.

Jour., 1880, 2036, 2037.

33. Where a Supreme Representative failed to attend a session
of the Supreme lLodge, and the committee appointed by the Grand
LLodge to investigate the cause reported in tavor ot vacating his seat,
which report was adopted by the Grand Lodge, from which action an
appeal was taken to the Supreme ILLodge by two Past Chancellors, on
the ground that the Supreme Representative, whose seat was vacated,
had not had a tair trial in accordance with their Constitution ; 1t was
ruled, that, although a// brothers are eniéitled 70, and should be given, a
fair trial, yet, without entering tully into the merits of the case, the
only aggrieved party in the case had tailed to appeal to the Supreme
.odge, the appellants had not the right ot appeal, they not being
directly interested in the matter, and the appeaFwas dismissed.

Jour., 1875, 1122,



I2 Appeals and Writs of Evror.

( /) —How Reviewed.

34. Where a Past Grand Chancellor, who has never been intro-
duced in the Supreme ILLodge, or instructed in the Supreme I.odge Rank,
whose certificate as a Past Grand Chancellor has been withdrawn by
the body and authority that conterred it, desires the matter reviewed,
the action of his Grand Lodge must be brought betore the Supreme

LLodge by appeal.
Jour., 1875, 1127, 1129.

( g )—Irregularities in—May or may Not be Dismissed for.

30. The action of a Grand Lodge will not be disturbed, notwith-
standing that irregularities may have occurred in reaching the final
result, where 1t appears that the final action 1s correct.

Jour., 1872, 447452, 574.

30. Where it appeared, in a claim for benefits, that the commaittee
of the LLodge appointed to investigate the matter, had made no report
to the LLodge setting torth the tacts ot the case, and that a part ot the
evidence 1n the case was presented 1in an informal manner and without
the regular torms of law, and a part of the evidence not presented at
all, the cause was referred back, that the investigation might pursue

the regular course i1n such cases.
Jour., 1877, 14006, 1439, 1440.

(2)—Must be Forwarded in Time.

8¢. Allappealstothe Supreme LLodge, and accompanying papers,
must be sent to the Supreme Keeper ot Records and Seal at least one
month previous to the session of the Supreme Lodge. And the
Supreme Keeper ot Records and Seal shall at that time place all
appeals and accompanying papers in the hands ot the chairman of the
Committee on Appeals, to enable said committee to carefully review
the same; also the law bearing upon them, and report fully and

promptly to the Supreme LLodge at 1ts session.
[ No appeal will be entertained by the Supreme Lodge if not in

compliance with the above requirement, except by vote of the Supreme

Lodge.
Jour., 1872, 563.

(2)—Printed Copies—One Hundred and Fifty Copies Required.

38. Provided, that appeals to this Supreme Lodge shall
be accompanied by one hundred and fifty printed copies in
each case. The expense of printing shall be borne by the
party taking the appeal, and the pages to be ot the same size

as the Journal ot the Supreme Lodge.
Const., Art. XVII, Sec. 2.

( 7 )—During recess—May be Heard.

39. During the recess of the Supreme Lodge, the Supreme
Chancellor may also pass upon appeals and certity his decisions
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thereon to the parties 1n interest, and report his action thereon
to the next succeeding session of the Supreme Lodge for its

approval or disapprovaj.
Const., Art. XV /11, Sec. 5.
Jour., 1886, Appendix (Errata) 1.

40. In cases submitted to the Supreme Chancellor during recess,
as provided by the legislation of the Supreme Lodge 1n 1886, by Writ
of Error or by appeal, his decision is binding upon the parties thereto
unless reversed by the Supreme LLodge; the Supreme Chancellor 1s
required, 1n all cases which may hereatter be submitted to him by Writ
of Error or appeal, to report his action thereon, with all documents
relating thereto, to the ensuing session ot the Supreme Lodge, so that
the same may be subject to revision by the Supreme ILodge, if
demanded by either party.

- Jour., 1888, 4108, 4109, 4659, 1660.

NOTE.—No provision is made here for printing,as in the case of appeals direct
to the Supreme lL,odge, though the fair construction would be that the requisite
copies should be printed in case the losing party desired a further hearing.

41. The decision of the Committee on Appeals and Grievances,
on any appeal referred to them, when reported to and confirmed by
the Supreme Chancellor, shall be final, and fix the sfafus ot the mem-
ber whose rights and privileges are in question under the appeal, until
the said decision 1s reversed by the Supreme Lodge.

Jour., 1878, 1503, 1572.

NoTE.—Standing alone it would not be apparent what the real purpose of this
legislation was, hence the ground for its adoption is given. Supreme Chancellor
Davis, anticipating the injustice that might result from the long delay in the con-
sideration of appeal cases, consequent on the change to ézennial sessions, made the

following recommendation in his report, and upon it this legislation was based,
He said:

If there is to be no other session of this body for two years, I would recom-
mend that the Committee on Appeals and Grievances be authorized to pass upon
all appeals made to the Supreme L,odge in accordance with the l1aws, and that their
decision shall be final, until reversed by this body in regular or special session.
This 1s of great importance at this time, as the standing of members in the
Fndowment Rank may be affected, and by this arrangement controversy and
perhaps litigation may be saved.

(/) —How Heard—In Grand Lodge.

42. An appeal from the decision of the Committee of Appeals of
a Grand Lodge should be heard by the Grand Lodge; and 1t 1is

improper to refer the action of such committee to a special committee
for investigation.

Jour., 1870, 178.
1871, 400.

(/)—How Heard—In Subordinate Lodge.

43. When a Lodge 1s working 1n the First or Second Rank, an
appeal from the decision ot the chair could not be entertained, on
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matters pertaining to the work, but could only be taken 1in the Rank of
Knight.

Jour., 1884, 3037, 3038.

44. Constitutional provisions requiring that an appeal from the
decision of the presiding officer can only be taken by two members,
are 1llegal; by the language of the thual the right of a brother can-

not be abrldged by requiring him to have some one to second his
appeal.

Jour., 1888, 3992.

2— Writs of Error—How Brought.

45. Whenever a Grand Lodge, or during its recess, its
Grand Chancellor, shall make any decision which would by 1ts
operation invalidate any enactment ot the Supreme Lodge,
the party aggrieved may demand and have issued a Writ of
Error from said action, and the same shall be forwarded to the
Supreme ILodge, 1f in session, and during 1ts recess to the
Supreme Chancellor, and the same shall be acted upon as in
case ot appeals. The said Writ ot Error shall contain a
briet statement of the tacts 1n the case and such argument as
may be deemed necessary; and, on application, the Grand
Chancellor and Grand Keeper ot Records and Seal shall certity
the record thereof, under the seal of the Grand Lodge, and
forward the same to the Supreme LLodge, 1t 1n session, and
during its recess to the Supreme Chancellor, who shall render
a decision thereon and certity the said decision to the parties
1n interest and report his action thereon to the next succeeding
session- of the Supreme Lodge for 1ats approval or disapproval.

Const., Art. XVII, Sec. 4.

46. Writs of Error, as provided for by Section 4, may be
1ssued by and upon petition to either the Grand Chancellor of
the Grand Lodge, the action or decision of which 1s sought
to be reviewed, the Supreme Chancellor or the Supreme
LLodge ot the World, 1n the case provided for 1n said Section,
and 1n the order only as above named 1n this Section.

Const., Avt. XVII, Sec. 6.

3—Additional Rules—Supreme Lodge may Adopt.
47. The Supreme Lodge of the World may also adopt

such additional rules and regulations as may be deemed nec-
essary and proper to fully carry into effect the foregoing pro-

visions of this Article. ' |
Const., Art. XVII, Sec. 8.
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APPEALS FOR AID.

1. By a Grand Lodge—Must be approved by Supreme Chancellor (43).
2. By Subordinates—Must be approved by proper officer (49, 50).

1—By Grand Lodge—Must be Approved by Supreme
Chancellor.

48. Neither Grand Lodges nor their officers can issue circulars
asking aid, to be sent owf of their Jurisdiction, without permission of the
Supreme LLodge or Supreme Chancellor; and the same with Subordin-
ate LLodges under the immediate control ot the Supreme Lodge.

Jour., 1878, 1502.

2—By Subordinate LLodges—Must be Approved by Proper
Officer.

49. Hereafter no Subordinate Lodge, whether under the juris-
diction ot a Grand Lodge or the Supreme LLodge, shall 1ssue a circular
or request for aid trom other LLodges or from brother Knights, whether
to be used 1n their own or intended to be sent to other Jurisdictions,
without first having obtained a dispensation authorizing 1t to do so
from the Grand Chancellor or the Supreme Chancellor, as the case

may be.
./0%7/" 1884a 2943, 3044-

90. A Subordinate Lodge under the jurisdiction of a Grand
ILodge, desirous ot 1ssuing an appeal tor aid to be sent to other Juris-
dictions, having obtained the approval and dispensation of the Grand
Chancellor of i1its own Jurisdiction, 1s not required to obtain the dispen-
sation or endorsement ot the Supreme Chancellor authorizing 1t to
be done. Other Jurisdictions exercise their own discretion of approval

or disapproval.
Jour., 1890, 4846, 5319, 5337

ARREARS.

1. Constitutional Provision (51).

2. What Is Arrears ? (52).
3. “One Year in Arrears ’— Legislative enactments (53, 54, 55, 56).

1—Constitutional Provision.

9l. A member who is in arrears for an amount equal to
one year’s dues shall be declared suspended ; Provided said
member 1s not under charges. (Obligatory.)

Const., Arvt. VIII, Sec. 2, Sub. v.
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2— What Is ‘“Arrears’’?

592. When the dues of a member have accrued for the period des-
ignated by his Grand Jurisdiction as the limit ot good standing, and the
same remaln unpaild, he 1s 1n arrears.

| Jour., 1878, 1568, 1606.
71884, 2989.

3-———“ One Year in Arrears’'—Legislative Enactments.

93. Bythe expression, ‘“One year in arrears,” found in Section 2,
Article VIII, Supreme Lodge Constitution, it was intended to declare
that a member owng tor twelve months’ dues should be declared sus-

pended; and 1t 1s not necessary where the dues are payable quarterly
to wait till the expiration of fifteen months.

Jour., 1876, 1232, 1302.

NoTE.—This question is very fully treated on by the Supreme Chancellor in
1876, page 1232, wherein he stated:

This position is taken —that a member 1S not in arrears until the end of the

first quarter, and cannot be in arrears one year, until one year from that time,
when he would be owing for fifteen months’ dues.

To settle this, he made the above decision, which was approved. The present

Constitution, though slightly changed in this particular, presents the same diffi-
culty for those who view the matter from the decidedly peculiar standpoint pre-
sented by the Supreme Chancellor in 1876.

o4. 1n 1872 the Supreme LLodge was asked the question:

As the Constitution reads that ‘‘a member who is one year in
arrears shall stand suspended,” is it competent for a Lodge to suspend
a member for a less sum than one year’s dues? To which the Supreme
Lodge answered: The Article quoted, being ‘“obligatory,” a member

cannot be suspended until he is one year i1n arrears. Again, in 1873,
the tollowing resolution was ottered : |

Resolved, That it 1s the judgment of this Supreme LLodge that 1its
words 1n the Constitution, which read: ¢ Provided, a member who 1is

twelve months in arvears shall be suspended,” mean that a Subordinate

ILLodge may suspend tor six montis, 1t they desire, or allow his indebt-
edness to run twelve months betore suspension;

and the same being reterred to the Commaittee on Law and Supervision,

they reported that ‘‘i1it be not adopted,” and the report was ‘‘con-
curred 1n.”

Jour., 1872, 531, 585.
1873, 683, 735.

NoTE.—This subject is presented in detail because of the fact that owing to
two of the preceding Digests having omitted the question altogether and one treat-
ing it ambiguously, many have held that ‘*“twelve months > was a maximum below
which a Jurisdiction might go, but not above,; in fact such ruling has obtamed and

an ** Official Digest” erroneously quoted as authority.

While the l1aw here presented is predicated on provisions of the old Constitu-
tion, which were known as ‘‘obligatory,”’ there is no reason why they have not
equal force under the present Constitution, since it contains the same provision,
also ‘““obligatory,” and the words, **a member twelve months in arrears shall be

suspended,” the force of which has been construed by the above quoted law, appear
in the Journals of almost every session.
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59. When a member 1s twelve months in arrears he should be
notified thereot betore his suspension 1t his residence 1s known, and
the tact of his suspension declared by the Chancellor Commander in
open LLodge, and a record thereot made on the minutes.

Jour., 1876, 1232, 1302.

1877, 1372, 1427, 1423.
71888, 4005.

- 96. A member who 1s twelve months or more in arrears for dues,
no declaration ot his suspension having been made by the Chancellor
Commander, his membership 1s not severed. The Lodge has not
complied with the law. He may, at any time betore the declaration 1s
made, tender the amount due the Lodge, and it must be received, and
he 1s restored to membership in good standing, so far as the payment
of dues atfects 1t under local laws. Should he at the same time apply
tor a Withdrawal Card, he would be entitled to it, if no charges were
pending against him. Benefits would be controlled by local law.

Jour., 1877, 1372, 1427, 1428.

ASSESSMENTS.

1. By a Grand Lodge—On Past Chancellors (57) or members (58),
1llegal.

2—By Subordinate Lodges—To meet expenses, legal it so provided by
Grand Lodge (59).

1—By a Grand Lodge—On Past Chancellors or Members,
Illegal.

57. A Grand Lodge has no power to levy assessments on Past
Chancellors and retuse to admit such as retuse to pay the same.

Jour., 1870, 197, 198, 203.
1878, 1626, 1627.

o8, It isillegal to provide, by general compulsory assessment on
all the members of the Order in a Grand Jurisdiction, for an ‘‘insur-

ance,” ‘‘reliet ” or ‘““mortuary fund,” in the nature ot an insurance on
lives.

Jour., 1876, 1288, 1293, 1301.

2—By Subordinate Lodges—To Meet Expenses, Legal, if
S0 Provided by Grand Lodge.

09. A Subordinate Lodge can levy a tax on its members to meet
the necessary expenses of the Lodge if approved by the Grand Lodge,
that being a matter belonging to local legislation.

SJour., 1872, 625.
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BALLOT.

I. Constitutional Provisions—Black balls (60, 61, 62); separate bal-
lot (63).

Inspected—By whom (64); cubes allowed (65).

-Adverse—Cannot be reconsidered (66).

After Favorable—How admission prevented (67, 68).

For Advancement—Adverse ballot cannot be laid over (69).

Material Rejected at Preliminary Meeting—Not considered ‘¢ black-
balled ” (70).
7. On Application by Card— (71).

O H Wb

1—Constitutional Provisions — Black Balls-— Separate
Ballot.

60. Grand Lodges may legislate in their local law to
prescribe that one black ball may reject, in cases ot applica-
tion for membership, but shall not increase the same to more
than 1s prescribed in the Supreme maximum ot two.

Const., Art. XX1/.

61. Should two black balls appear against a candidate,
the ballot shall be renewed immediately. Should two or more
appear on the second ballot, he shall be declared rejected, and
no other ballot shall be taken 1n his case for the space of six

months thereafter. (Obligatory.)
Const., Art. VIII, Sec. 2, Sub. %.

62. In balloting, two (2) black balls appearing, a second ballot is
ordered at once ; two (2) or more appearing on the second ballot, he 1s
rejected. Should three (3) black balls appear on the first ballot, it
requires no other ballot to be taken at all.

it

Jour., 1873, Appendix 38.

- 63. A ballot must be had on each individual application for mem-
bership in a Subordinate Lodge. It is erroneous to ballot on more
than one application for membership at the same time.

Jour., 1886, 3286, 3525 (Errata,
page 1).

NoTE.—This would not apply at the institution of Lodges.
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2—Inspected by Whom--Cubes Allowed.

64. In taking a ballot for, an applicant, b0ZZ the Chancellor Com-
mander and the Vice-Chancellor shall inspect the ballot, and the Chan-
cellor Commander shall announce the result to the Lodge.

Jour., 1876, 1227, 1296.
1882, 2275, 2465, 24060.

65. A ballot box, provided with black cubes instead of black balls,
is a proper instrument to be used in balloting for candidates.

Jour., 1880, 2036.

3—Adverse—Cannot be Reconsidered.

66. When a ball ballot has been regularly taken and the candi-
date declared rejected, the ballot cannot, at a subsequent period of the
meeting ot the Lodge, be reconsidered and a new ballot taken.

Jour., 1884, 2776, 2988.

4—After Favorable—How Admission Prevented.

67. A Grand Lodge may legislate so as to give a LLodge power to
order a new ballot for a candidate for initiation, where objections are
discovered previous to his receiving his first or initiatory Rank of
Page, subject to same rules governing first ballot.

Jour., 1875, 1042, 1114, 1721,
1878, 1611, 1640.

68. It the Constitution ot a Grand Lodge so provides, a member
ot the Lodge, whether present or not at the time a ballot was taken
on application for membership, whereby the applicant was elected, has a
right to enter an objection either to the admission or advancement ot the
candidate, provided that the law of the Jurisdiction requires only one
ballot to reject, and such objection would operate as a black ball to the
full extent ot the law 1n that behalt; but where the Jurisdiction pro-
vides for two black balls to reject, it would then be necessary that there
should be two objecting members of that Lodge.

Jour., 1888, 4122, 4576, 42581.

s—For Advancement—Adverse Ballot cannot be ¢ Laid
Over.” |

69. The laying over of an adverse ballot in the case of the rejec-
tion ot an applicant for the Ranks of Esquire and Knight is illegal. The
action to be taken upon a ballot in such cases should be governed by
the rules provided 1n the case of an initiate. The ballot being had,
1t operates at once, but every Grand Jurisdiction has the right to say
how soon the ballot can be renewed.

SJour., 1888, 3999.
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6—Material Rejected at Preliminary Meeting — Not
Considered ¢ Black-balled.”

¢0. The dropping of a name from the list of applicants for a dis-
pensation by a ballot by all the applicants, while 1t virtually has the
eftect, among those who are interested at the time, of a rejection of the
name so dropped, yet does not estop the party whose namg has been
**dropped” from-applying in aregular way, and taking the chances of a
legal ballot when or atter the LLodge 1s legally instituted ; neither does
the ‘*dropping” ot the name i1n the first instance constitute him a
black-balled or rejected party, or prevent him from applying to that or
any other LLodge ot the Order 1n a regular way, and under the local
laws of jurisdiction or territory where residing.

Jour., 1873, Appendix 4o.
* 7888, 4002.
7—On Application by Card.

¢1. The old Constitution being repealed, the present law requires
the same ballot on an application by Card as for an application for
membership by initiation. |

Jour., 1875, 1042, 1114, 1121,
7888, 3994.

s }\,TO'DE.—For the effect of rejection of an application by card, see-* Member-
ship.

BANNER.

2. At the session of the Supreme Lodge, of 1873, a banner for
the Order was adopted, as tollows:

To be composed ot three pieces ot silk, ot color and sizes as tol:
lows: Dark Blue, size 18 by 30 inches ; Orange- Yellow, size 18 by 30;
Crumson, size 24 by 36. Colors to be placed as per accompanying
diagram. The tull size of banner to be 3 by 4% feet. Shield in center
pawnted in white, size 18 by 24 inches. The device on shield to be the
distinction ot rank ot LLodge — Supreme, Grand or Subordinate.

For Supreme Lodge.—A globe, and 1n circle around 1t to be the
words, ‘‘ Supreme lLLodge ot the Woérld, Knights ot Pythias.”

For Grand Lodges.—Grand Lodge or State Seal, and 1n circle
around same, ‘‘ Grand LLodge ot , Knights of Pythias.”

For Suborvdinate Lodges.—K. P. Cut as on accompanying diagram,
with name and number ot LLodge, together with location (viz., *‘ Excel-
sior LLodge, No. g, K. of P., Cincinnati, Ohio”); on edge of banner, all
around, fine gold lines one and one-halt inches wide; on bottom, gilt
fringe three or three and one-halt inches deep. Staft to be ot oak or
other suitable wood seven or eight teet long; on top of staft, spear-
head ; ball-and falcon spear-heads on end of cross-piece. All marks,
devices, designs, etc., on banner to be in gold or gold and black.

Jour., 1873, 687, 688, 740.

NoTE.—For some reason, an erroneous opinion has prevailed that the Supreme
Lodge had adopted a ** F'lag ”’; it is true that the subject was presented (1870, 220;
1871, 399, 400; 1872, 483, 484), but either through error or intention the record fails to
shm:; that the proposition was adopted. The design is given in the pages above
noted. | | .
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BENEFITS.

1. General Constitutional Provisions and Legislation— (73, 74, 75, 70,

775 785 79)-
2. Weekly Benefits.

(a) Probationary Period—During which no benefits are paid —illegal (80, 81, 82).

(6) Good Standing—Payable only to members in (83, 84, 85, 86).

(¢) Evading Payment—ILodges cannot enact laws (87, 88, 89, 90).

(d) First Week’s Sickness—Payable for (91).

(¢) On Reinstatement—Payable immediately (92).

(£) Convalescence—Payable during, when (93)7

gér) Reduction of—During continuous sickness (94).

¢) Nurse Hire—Provision as to responsibility for, contracted by sister Liodge

95).

(2) Nﬁ)t Payable—While Lodge is suspended (96), nor to miember who has been
granted Withdrawal Card, even though Card not delivered (97).

(7) In Arrears When Reported—Not a disability,if in good standing when taken
sick (93).

3. Funeral Benefits.

(4) Full Amount—Payable though Liodge failed to bury (99, 100).

(/) ¢ Widow’s Tax’’—Payable, if entitled to funeral benefits (101).

(/7) Suicide—Payment of, in case of suicide, a matter for local legislation (102).

() Not in Arrears at Death—Entitled to (103, 104).

(o) Act of Officer—ILiodge bound by, where sister Liodge expends money on
telegram from officer (105).

(p) Intemperance—Liodge cannot avoid, on plea of, if, during life, they failed to
discipline (106).

1—General Constitutional Provisions and Legislation.

73. Lodges shall provide for carrying into effect the ben-
eficial character ot the Order, by providing for the payment ot
weekly benefits 1n case ot disability, and tuneral benefits 1n
case of the death of a member 1n good standing ; and weekly
benefits shall not be less than one dollar per week, nor funeral
benefits less than twenty dollars. (Obligatory.)

Const., Avt. VIII, Sec. 2, Sub. w.

4. The term ‘‘benefits,” means all advantages and privileges.
Jour., 1872, 585.

79. By Section 2, Article VIII, of the Supreme Lodge Consti-
tution, 1t 1s made obligatory on each Grand Lodge to require its Sub-
ordinates ‘‘to provide for carrying into eftect the beneficial character
ot the Order”; but the nature of this ‘* beneficial character” 1s declared
to be the payment of ‘‘ weekly benefits” to the disabled, and ‘‘funeral
benefits” 1n case ot death. ILong usage in similar organizations, and
In our own, has athxed a well defined meaning to the terms ‘‘ weekly ”
and ‘‘funeral benefits”; and in this well understood sense the words
were doubtless used 1n the Constitution. FEack Lodge 1s to provide for
the payment of these benefits out ot its own funds, and 1t 1s not con-
templated to secure the adoption of a scheme by which a combination
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of LLodges will pay these or any *‘ benefits.” The compulsory provision
in the Supreme LLodge Constitution for a ‘‘beneficial character” ot the
kind specified, seems, by a legitimate interence, to exclude trom the
Order a ‘‘beneficial character” of a different kind, on the principle
that the inclusion of the one system excludes the other.

Jour., 1876, 1288, 1289.

NoOTE.—-This legislation appears in a report of a committee on the legality of
a system of compulsory insurance, and they took occasion thus to make a general
declaration of principles as to the duty of a Lodge to do its own part first, and
through and by the system provided within rather than without the body. This
report was adopted.

76. The claim of members of the Order to a certain fixed sum,
designated by law, to be paid to them during sickness or inability to
procure a livelihood during such sickness, 1s a right, and not a charity.

Jour., 1873, 692, 753.

(¢{. The payment of weekly and funeral benefits to sick members
1s a distinguishing characteristic ot the Order, and may be regarded as
a-fundamental principle of the Order of Knights of Pythias.

Jour., 1873, 693, 753.

(8. Itis the duty of all Subordinate Lodges to tax their members,

that they may be enabled to pay stipulated weekly and tuneral benefits
to sick members or the tamily, and that all Subordinate LLodges shall

pay some weekly and funeral benefits.
Jour., 1873, 693, 753.

9. With the restrictions contained in the constitutional provi-
sions, the subject of dues and benefits should be lett to local legislation.

Jour., 1872, 466, 468, 613, 614.
1873, 692, 753.

2 — Weekly Benefits —(¢) Probationary Period during
Which No Benefits are Paid, Illegal.

80. Under the laws ot the Supreme lLLodge requiring the payment
of sick and tfuneral benefits to members 1n good standing, a Subordinate
ILodge cannot so trame their By-Laws as to deprive a Knight of such
benefits for one year atter attaining that Rank. This does not require
full benefits to be paid; but the minimum, as designated in Clause z,
Section 2, Article VIII, ot the Supreme lLodge Constitution, at least,
must be paid, for such probationary period as each Lodge may fix.

Jour., 1877, 1373, 1410, I428.
1878, 1509, 1558, 1608, 1640,
1641,

81. Grand Lodges may prescribe a probationary period in their
Constitution for Subordinate LL.odges,.n which members may not draw
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tull benefits; but, Provided always, that the minimum benefit ot one
dollar per week, and tuneral benefit of twenty dollars, sZall be paid

through such period.

Jour., 1880, 1827, 2003.

82. Neither Grand nor Subordinate LLodges can enact laws which
debar a member trom receiving any benefits during a ‘‘ probationary
period.” Every member who has attained the Rank ot Knight, or who
has been reinstated atter suspension arising from any cause, 1s, if
otherwise qualified (he not being 1n arrears to the extent required
by local law to create a disability, nor under charges), entitled to sick
and tuneral benefits to the extent at least of the minimum required by

the Supreme Constitution.
Jour., 1888, 3796.

(0)—Good Standing—Payable Only to Members in.

83. The payment of the minimum benefits 1s obligatory in the
case of members 1n good standing under the local law, but the status
of suspended brothers 1s a matter for local legislation.

Jour., 1880, 2038.

84. Where a member was suspended, on charges, and it was
claimed that he would, by torce of Supreme I.odge law, be entitled to
recelve at least one dollar per week benefits during sickness or disability,
and consequently liable for dues for the limited period ot suspension,
1t was held by the Supreme ILLodge:

That the sentence was a wrong construction ot the Constitution ot
the Supreme I.odge; that suspension for a limited period for cause
other than for non-payment ot dues, operates, for such time, as a
suspension trom the Order.

Jour., 1880, 2038.

85. The construction placed upon the constitutional provision in
regard to the payment of minimum benefits was, that they shall be
paid only, when 1n a case ot sickness, to a member who, under the
local provisions, 1s 1n ‘‘ good standing,” as provided by the legislation
of 1878 (Journal, 1878, 1606). and to dependent relatives, 1n case ot
death, when the member at the time of his decease 1s not 1n arrears to
the extent provided by the local law (Journal, 1876, 1318).

Jour., 1888, 4121, 4575, 4576, 4581,
4502, 4591.

86. If a Knight fails to pay his dues on the last meeting night in
June, also tails to do so on or betore the last meeting night ot the
LLodge 1n September, but on the last meeting night in December he
pays his dues, together with all arrearages, and 1n January i1s taken
sick, and 1s 1ncapacitated for several weeks, he 1s entitled to weekly
sick benefits.

Jour., 1890, 4845, 5319, 5337

NoTE.—This is the exact language of the decision of the Supreme Chancellor;
it was evidently based on some specific case, and in its general application only
reaffirms the legislation contained in Sections 210, 436 of this Digest.
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(¢c)—Evading Payment—Subordinate Lodge cannot Enact Laws.

87. A brother in good standing who leaves the country in impaired
health, and who continues so after his departure, so that he 1s inca-

- pacitated from gaining a livelihood, is still entitled to benefits from his
I.odge.

Jour., 1875, 1147, 1148.

88.” And the fact that after the brother’s departure, referred to in
the preceding Section, the following By-Law was incorporated in the
laws of the Subordinate LLodge —*¢ A sick brother, while under the care
of this Lodge, shall not leave the jurisdiction ot the Relief Committee
without forteiting his weekly benefits, unless he shall have obtained
the consent ot the Reliet Committee and the approval ot the Lodge™
— cannot atfect his right to benefits.

Jour., 1875, 1147, 1148.

89. In a case where a brother in good standing took sick, and
during his sickness his I.odge adopted a resolution ‘‘suspending the
payment ot all weekly benefits for six months,” and on the strength ot
sald resolution said LLodge retused to pay said brother any weekly
benefits; and turther, on an appeal to his Grand Lodge, that body
sustained the action ot his LLodge 1n the retusal to pay benefits, under
sald resolution; on appeal to the -Supreme l.odge, the appeal was
sustained, and 1t was held: That while they neither did nor c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>